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For rue Gospet Heravp. of the above nonsense ; but we can give you the 


| SALVATION FOR SALE IN CONNECTICUT ! | names of the Editors of the magazine, who pub- 
| Mr. Editor —In perusing the remarks on Modern | “#*ed it. And, although our Saviour has said, 
| missionaries, by J. Taylor, published in the Gospel | call no man master, yet, eleven of these gen- 
Herald; I became almost convinced, that this |*temen, bear, each, the title of Maser of Arts, and 
missionary business, in the way it is generally | each of the remaining four, the title of D. D.— 
BR —,"* one of the many sore evils which are| Their names and titles are as follows : 


> under the sun. Under this impression, I was led | Reverend Messieurs 
- to reflect on the many sermons and addresses I had | James Cogswell, D. D. Elijah Parsons, A. M. 
> read, which were written for the purpose of excit-| Nathan Williams, D. D. Charles Backus, A. M 
ine the good people of the state in which I live, to| John Smalley, A. M. David Eli, A. M. 
* contribute for missions; and the result of my re-| Jeremiah Day, A.M. Nathan Strong, A. M 
> fections was, that the writers of these addresses, | Benj. Trumbull, D. D. Nathan Perkins, A. M. 
> ic. however great their ardour might be for sin-| Levi Hart, A. M. Nebulon Eli, A. M. 
ners and souls, were influenced by still greater ar-| Samuel J. Mills, A.M. Abel Flint, A. M. 
dour for shillings and sixpences. In order to obtain Isaac Lewis, D. D. 
further information on the subject, I opened a lit-| Now, reader, these reverend gentlemen, in their 
tle library, of which I have the care ; and taking| introduction to the work, page 6th, state, that they 
out the first volume of the Connecticut Evangeli-| shall make it their endeavour, “ to suppress, what- 
cal Magazine, I turned to a letter addressed to the| ever may, in their opinion, be directly subversive 
good people of Connecticut, by a writer, who sub-| of the peculiar doctrines and holy practice enjoin- 
scribes himself Minoris. Here this devourer of|ed in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
widows, and widow’s houses, knowing there is but} Now [ ask, Is it not subversive of the doctrines 
little to be got from the rich, exhorts the necessi-| enjoined in the Gospel, to inculcate, that money, 
tous, and even the poor widow, to contribute for| or “ the little sums of the sincere poor, are an ac- 
the support of these greedy missionaries. To stir} ceptable offering to Christ, aad plead with him for 
them up to contribute, he even goes so far as to|the salvation of perishing souls?” Is the gift of 
blasphemously assert, in substance, that money God to be purchased with money? Let Peter an- 
is an acceptable offering to Christ, that it pleads|swer the question—in reply to Simon, he says, 
with him for the salvation of souls; and finally, | Acts viii. 20. “ Thy money perish with thee, be- 
that souls are saved by it! {f you doubt this,| cause thou hast thought that the gift of God may 
reader, turn to the 322d page of the book above|be purchased with money.” Is it possible the 
mentioned, and you may read his own words.| Rev. Editors of the Magazine did not know, that 
There you will find, that among other Calvinistic |‘ the love of money is the root of all evil,” and 
blasphemies, he says, “* Christians, you must meet/ that it cannot save a single soul? Surely they did 
those brethren before the bar of your Redeemer ;| know it. How dare they thea, in the face of rea- 
and although you may be saved by sovereign grace, | son and revelation, publish sentiments fit only to 
will it not then appear, that through your neglect | be desseminated by the infernal ageats of the black 
they have failed of eternal glory; and will not/ Prince of Pandimonium ? 
your own heaven, be less blessed and glorious for| Citizens of New-York, your salvation is secured ! 
ever, for having been so indolent in your Lord's | Fifteen Rev. Doctors of Connecticut, each bearing 
service?” &, Again, he says, “ The little sums/a title for his consummate knowledge, have pub- 
of the sincere poor are an acceptable offering to|lished for gospel doctrine, that souls can be saved 
Christ, and plead with him for the salvation of|by money! You have the means, then, in your 
perishing souls ; and perhaps it is the instruction|own hands—Salvation is for sale—he who has 
furnished by some widow's mite, that he will deign | money can buy it, although it is ‘“‘ without money 
to bless, .or bringing a heathen soul to a crown of| and without price ;” yet a little money is neces- 
glory, and the eternal joys of heaven. O poor but|sary. You have not only a little, but a great deal, 
happy christian, whose offering is thus blest by |although a great deal is not necessary, for we are 
sovereign grace, how wilt thou delight to meet in| instructed that a little sum, a litle bounty, is suffi- 
eternal blessedness, that soul, saved through thy|cient to save a soul. We would humbly solicit 
little bounty, and join thy voice with his, in praises| these Rev. Gentlemen to state, how much bounty 
around the throne of God and the Lamb.” Reader, | it will take to save the soul of a heathen—we wish 
we cannot give you the real uame of the writer| to kaow the exact sum—we next wish to know 
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the number of the heathen, in the United States, 
as near as can be computed, for we are determined, 
if possible, to make up a sum sufficient to save 
every heathen’s soul in America, at least, if not on 
the globe. This is surely a reasonable request— 
therefore, most Rey. Doctors, we hope you will 
speedily, through the medium of this paper, give 
us the so much desired information. Let no con- 
sideration, whatever, deter you from this under- 
taking, for remember, “ that although you may be 
saved,” hereafter, “ by sovereign grace,” (not 
money,) yet if you neglect our call, “ will it not 
then appear that through your neglect, they,” (the 
heathen,) “ have failed of eternal glory; and will 
not your own heaven be less blessed for ever, for 
having been so indolent in your Lord’s service ?” 
Query. Ifa “little bounty” will save a soul, are 
not the numerous clergy of the United States, 
abundantly able to advance money enough to save 
the souls of all the heathen in America? Answer. 
We think they are, and we hope they will contri- 
bute while they have a sixpeace left. 

To the preceding, Mr. Editor, | would subjoin 
the following poetical address, to the good Calvin- 
ists of Connecticut. 

Ye happy few, by grace elected, 

Behold the many souls rejected : 

The heathen downto tophet roll 

For want of cash, to save their souls! 
Ye rev'rend doctors, shepherds, masters, 
Teachers, preachers, pious pastors, 
Exhort your flocks, in town and county, 
To muster up their “ little bounty.” 
Let every Calvinist in the state, 
Submit to pay a trivial rate ; 

A little tax, laid on each poll, 

Will save full many a heathen’s soul. 
Show then thy faith by works and acts, 
And save them ail with one poll tax. 


gr, 


Stamford, Conneeticut. 


For tHe Gosret Heravp. 
LETTERS FROM A FATHER TO HIS SON. 
LETTER lil. 
MY DEAR H. 
if you will turn to the 19th and 20th 
answers in the Shorter Catechism, you will need 
to seek no further for the most absurd contradic- 
tions, in more than one sense. I run no risk in as- 
serting that these two answers combine absurdities 
sufficient to condemn any system, so far, as to jus- 
fy any person in rejecting the whole, without the 
most critical examination. As near as I can recol- 
Ject, the first reads thus: “ All mankind by the 
fall lost communion with God—are under His wrath 
and curse—aad so made liable to all the miseries 
of this life—to death itself—and the pains of hell 
for ever.” 
In examining this hypothetical description of the 
evils said to result from the lapse of Adam, I have 


better proof of communion between the Creator 
and the created, before, than we have SINCE the 
|lapse. If Moses, and the various prophets, had bo 
communion with God, how is the Bible a reyes 
tion? And if the communion varied in any degree. 
those who have asserted that man lost that com: 
munion, would do well to produce their proof ~ 
The assembly of divines have not done it, and the; 
successors will hardly attempt it in these days. 

Second, That we are not under his wrath and 
curse, we call on the Apostle to witness, who te. 
tifies that “ Christ hath redeemed us from the Cure 
of the law.” 

Third, That we are “ made liable to all the mis. 
ries of this life,” through the defalcation of oy; 
progenitor, is the ipse dizit of fallible men, againg 
light and knowledge. That the earth, or any thing 
therein, has suffered any physical change, on yy. 
count of a moral transgression committed, say 6 
years ago, is an idle hypothesis, and tends, if \¢. 
lieved, to destroy the essence of the doctrine {o, 
which its abettors contend. The natural eyj\s 
incident to us, are produced by causes which mus: 
exist, let the moral situation of man be what ji 
may. The laws of nature can no more change 
than their immaculate Author, and any systew 
which needs the aid of such a prop, is indeed on, 
sandy foundation. 

Fourth, By the words “ to death itself,” is fairly 
implied, a natural, or temporal death. Was this 
alluded to in the denunciation against transgres. 
sion ? Those who contend for three deaths, to hide 
their ignorance, or to guard against detection in 
their wily mazes, will have it that this death was, 
sort of trinity, or a threefold death—temporal— 
spiritual—eternal—-but it appears fair to conclude, 
that in this case it means the death of the body 
If this is meant, it is only necessary to say, that it 
wants a confirmation which it will always want. 
If it means a moral death, granted. If it means 
eternal death, I deny that the scriptures say any 
thing about it. 

Fifth, As to “ the pains of hell for ever,” it may 
be well enough to remark, that if all men are liable 
thereto, it does not yet appear how they can es 
cape—for it is expressly said, that “ all the wicked 
shall be cast into hell, and all the nations that for- 
get God.” The Scriptures declare that all have 
sinred, and for aught that appears to the contrary, 
the assembly who composed this catechism will 
come in for their full share of “ the pains of bell 
for ever.” But that their friends may not be dis- 
mayed at their destiny, it may be well enough to 
quote David’s soul as having been delivered from 
the lowest hell—and Jonah, who was in the “ be!ly 
of hell,” who was surrounded by the bars of 
the earth for ever, and within three days, was re- 
stored from this hellish state. So much for this 
answer from the strong hold of Calvinism. 

Your affectionate father, 

MENTOR. 





discovered but five falsehoods. First, we have no 


Albany. 
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To the Editor of the Gospel Herald. 
Be not deceived ; God is not mocked : for what- 
soever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 
Gal. vi. 7. Knowing, therefore, the terror of the 
Lord, we persuade men. 2 Cor. v. 11. 
Dear Sim—lI feel it my duty to stand firmly op- 
eed to the erroneous doctrine of Universalism ; 


P 


| mean the final unconditional salvation of all men, 


believing it to be a “ strong delusion.” 
Recently, after speaking against the doctrine, a 
S Universalist presented your prospectus, requesting 
| me, if | had anything to say against the doctrine, 
© to put it in writing. 

After mature deliberation, I have concluded to 
suzcest afew thoughts. In the first place, as a real 
friead, I advise you to consider the matter well, 
before you precipitate yourself into innumerable 
and immeasurable evils, by propagating error!! 
But if you are determined to persist at all events, 
please to answer a few questions. 

1. Do you believe that all men go immediately 
to heaven when they die ? 

2. How is the rich man to get across the impas- 
sible gulf ? 

3. How do you get along with the unpardonable 

) sin against the Holy Ghost ? 

4. What construction do you put upon the se- 
quel of the 25th of Matt. ? 

5. Should you answer the first question in the 
negative, please to state how the wicked, who 
have died in impenitence and sin, and gone to 
hell, are to be qualified for, and get to heaven? 

Answers more scriptural and rational than I have 
ever heard of or read from men of the above sen- 
timents, are required. 

The evil tendency and influence of that licen- 
tious doctrine, is too well known to be patronized 
by the truly religious and deeply pious, who have 
common information, and are properly taught in 
the school of Christ: They have learnt not to be- 
lieve Satan's lie, (“ye shall not surely die,”) 
though it be presented in a very plausible manner. 

You may calculate, therefore, that its patrons 
and votaries, generally, if not universally, will be 
those who love their sins and indulgencies, and 
are unwilling to part with them. 

HAWLEY SANFORD. 
Redding, Con. May 8, 1821. 
ANSWER. 

If ever anything was attested by experience, 
this is—that “ we both labour and suffer reproach, 
because we trust in the living God, whe is the Saviour 
of ALL men, especially of those that believe.” 
1 Tim. iv, 10, Did we countenance the errors of 
the day, and bow to gods who could not, or would 
not save, our little bark would be wafted, with the 
gales of human approbation, to the haven of 
popular emolument; and our labour would be 
sweetened with the delusive cheating of public 
praise. 

We are not sutprised that our correspondent, the 
Rey. Mr. Sanford, “ should feel it his duty to s:and 


firmly opposed to (what he considers) the erronc- 
ous doctrine of Universalism,” &c. Saufof Tarsus, 
“ verily thenght with himself, that he ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Naza- 
reth.” (Acts xxvi. 9.) To that name, (Saviour) 
“ which is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in he.ven, 
and in earth, and under the earth; and that every” 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory ef God the Father.” (Phil. ii. 10, 11.) 
And we see, emphatically, the extensive import of 
this passage, when we believe with John, (1 Epis. 
iv. 14, 15.) “ And we have seen and do testify, that 
the Father sent the Son, fo be the Saviour of the 
world, Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.” 

We inform Mr-. S. that “ we have considered the 
matter well,” we have “ counted the cost”—we have 
taken our life in our hand, and while God, in his 
Providence, gives us opportunity, we are deter- 
mined, with Paul, “ to trust in the living God, who 
is the Saviour of all men ; and these things to com- 
mand and teach.” Fully persuaded, that if “ we 
lose our life” (in the estimation of an unbelieving 
world, by believing the ¢ruth,) we shall “ find it” 
in our Divine Head and Redeemer; and find a 
life we cannot lose! Being “ determined to persist, 
at all events,” we proceed to answer our corres- 
pondent's questions. And we premise, that our 
correspondent, requiring “ answers more Scriptural 
and rational, than he ever heard, or read, from 
men of our sentiment,” we, regardless of the peti- 
tio principii, shall take it for granted, that, what- 
ever is agreeable to Scripture, is consistent with 
reason also! 

“ First, Do you believe that all men go imme- 
diately to heaven when they die ?” 

Answer. We believe, “ Or ever the silver co 
be loosed, or the golden bow! be broken, or the 
piteher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel 
be,broken at the cistern; then shall the dust re- 
turn to the earth as it was; and the Spirit shall 
return unto God who gave it.” (Eccles. xii. 6, 7.) 
We believe, that “ God is the God of the Spirits 
of all flesh.” (Num. xvi. 22; xxvii. 16.) And with 
the Prophet, we say, “ Lord, thou hast been our 
dwelling place in all generations. Before the moun- 
tains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst form- 
ed the earth and the world, (the bodies of men, or 
the inanimate globe they dwell on,)even from ev- 
erlasting to everlasting, thou God!”* (Solemnly ap- 
pealing to Jehovah for the truth of the declaration.) 
Psalm xe. “ For we know that if our earthly house 
of tabernacle were dissolved, we have a build- 
ing of God, an house not made with bands, eternal 
in the heavens. For the love of Christ constraineth 
us; becanse we thus judge, that if one died for all, 
then were all dead ; (or, as it may be rendered, 





* The reader will notice our omission of the 
words printed in italics, which were supplied by 
the translators of the Scriptures ; and are got to be 
found in the original ! 
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« all died.”’) and He, (Christ) died for all, that they 
which live should not henceforth live unto them- 
selves, but unto Him who died for them, and rose 
again.” (2 Cor. v. 1, 14, 15.) “ For none of us liveth 
to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For 
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and 
whether we die, we die unto the Lord; whether 
we live, therefore, or die; we are the Lord’s. For 
to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, 
that he might be Lord, both of the dead and the 
living.” (Rom. xiv. 7—10.) “ But 1 would not have 
you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them 
which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others 
which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
died and rose again, even so them also which sleep 
in Jesus will God bring with him, &c. Wherefore, 
comfort one another with these words.” (1 Thes. 
iv. 13, 14, 18) “ But I would have you know, that 
the head of every man is Christ.” (1 Cor. xi. 3.) 
“ God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, (when? Afler we loved 
him’) even when we were dead in sins hath quick- 
ened ustogether with Christ, by grace are ye saved, 
(when was Christ quickened ?) and hath raised us 
up together, and made us sit tegether in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus’ (Ephes. ii. 4, 6. When was 
Christ raised ?) “‘ Wherefore, henceforth know we 
no man after the flesh ; yea, though we have known 
Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we 
(bim after the flesh) no more. Therefore, if any 
man in Christ a new creature, old things are passed 
away ; behold, all things are become’ new. And 
all things of God, who bath reconciled us unto 
himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given unto us the 
ministry of reconciliation; (what is it?) to wit: 
That God was (in the past tense) in Christ, recon- 
ceiling the world uvto himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them,” &c. &c. (2 Corinthians v. 
16, 19.) 

“ Second, How is the rich man to get across the 
impassible gulf?” 

Answer. “ It is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle, than fora rich man to euter 
into the kingdom of God.’ (Pass the gulf.) When 
his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, 
saying, Who then can be saved? But Jesus beheld, 
and said unto them, with men this is impossible ; 
but with God, all things are possible.” (Matt. xix. 
S4—26.) “ Therefore, thus saith the Lord God; 
Behold, ! lay in Zion for a foundation a stone, a 
precious corner, a sure foundation ; he that believ- 


eth shall not make baste. Judgment also will 1) 


lay to the line, and righteousness to the plummet ; 
and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies, 


“ Third, How do you get along with the y,. 
pardonable sin against the Holy Ghost.” 

Answer. When our correspondent will prove 
from the Scriptures, that there is “ an unpardong. 
ble sin,” which men have committed against th. 
“ Holy Ghost,” we will acknowledge, that we con. 
not “ get along with it.” Our Bible reads thys — 
* Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits, who forgiveth ALL thine iniquities ; who 
healeth all thy diseases; who redeemeth thy life 
from destruclion; who crowneth thee with loring 
kindness and tender mercies.” (Ps. ciii. 2—4.) ‘Thig 
is the God we worship. He forgiveth “ all iniqui- 
ties!!!" (See our 1 Vol. Nos. 15, 16.) 

* Fourth, What constructions do you put upow 
the sequel of the 25th chapter of Matthew ?” 

Answer. We consider the sequel of this chapter, 
to be the conclusion of a parable. The time, to be 
past ; for proof of which, see Matt. x. 23 ; xvi. 27, 
28; xxiv. 34. Luke xxi. 22d to 28th verses, inclp. 
sive. Fora more full exposition of our views of 
this interesting subject, we refer our correspon. 
dent to our first volume, Number 35. 

Not having answered our correspondent’s first 
quere in the “ negative,” we have nothing to do 
with his fifth ; which is now altogether superfluous 

Of his last paragraph, we can only say, that we 
pity the ignorance which produced it. We say, 
sinners will surely die! And we likewise say, that 
they will surely be made alive—for although “ the 
wages of sin is death, tue gift of God is eterual life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

re 
For tHe Gosre, Heratp. 


Mr. Epiror—In consequence of being one of 
the hearers of the celebrated Rev. Mr. Sowertield, 
last Sabbath afternoon, I am led to make the fol- 
lowing remarks, which are not made from any 
other motive than a regard for the truth. 1 would 
not wilfully misrepresent this gentleman in any 
respect. ‘Therefore, if he did not intend to convey 
,the meaning, which naturally flow from the es 
| pressions which fell from his lips, on the occasion 
| above mentioned, he will have the same advar- 
tage with myself, through the medium of your pa- 
| per, to justify himself, if he can, in making decla- 
‘rations which I consider repugnant to scripture, 
and derogatory to our Father, who, by his provi- 
dence, put those scriptures into our hands. 

He took his text in 1 Cor. 3d chapter, two last 
| verses, which read as follows :— Whether Paul, 
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world,. or life, or 
death, or things present, or things to come, all are 
your’s, and ye are Christ’s, and Christ is God's.” 








and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.| After his introduction, Mr. S. observed, that all 


“ And your covenant with death shall be disan-| those things named in the first verse of his text, | 


mulled, and your agreement with hell shall not | belonged exclusively to the righteous, or believers, 
stand,” &c. (Isaiah xxviii. 16, 18.) J will ransom them | which are as follows :—“ Paul, Apollos, Cepbas, 
from the power of the grave ; I will redeem them| the world, life, death, things present, and things to 
from death: Odeath, Iwill be thy plagues; 0} come.” You will please to bear in mind, that these 
grave, I will be thy destruction. Repentance shall| were exclusively the believers; but, as strange 2 
be hid from mine eyes.” (Hos. xiii. 14.) it may appear, our friend, Mr. S. towards the close 
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of his diseourse, eoncluded to divide with the sin- 
ner, whose share was very abundant in quantity, 
but not very desirable as to quality. First. He 
says, “ those who are teachers, sent or commis- 
y sol by God, such as Paul, and his successors, 
down to the present day, did not belong to any 
put believers; they were not sent to any with mes- 
cages of peace, but to the righteous. And in order 
to prove this, he quoted this passage—* Comfort 
as comfort ye, my people ;” and finally conclud- 
‘ed this part of bis subject, by observing, that if he 
had any message at all for sinners, or any thing to 
divide with them, he would soon let them have it; 
and dealt it out as follows:—*“ Tribulation and an- 
| guish upon every soul that doeth evil, to the Jew 
frst, and also to the Gentile—the smoke of their 
torment shall ascend up for ever and ever—depart 
ve cursed into everlasting fire,” &c. Now contrast 
this with the command of the Saviour to his apos- 
tles, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature.” God calls on all men, 
every where, to repent ; and the heavenly messen- 
gers cried, “ peace on earth, and good will towards 
men, peace to those who are near, and to those 
who are afar off.’ Query. If Mr S. is sent of 
God, by whom was the others sent? Again—If 


Mr. S. has no message of peace to the sinner, is he 
sent by Him who is the Friend of sinners, and who 
« did net come to call the righteous, but sinners to 
repentance, and laid down his life for them ?” 
When Mr. S. came to this part of his text, “ or 
death,” which he considered as meaning natural 


death, with respect to the believer, he divided 
with the sinner, by telling him, that God would 
only use natural death as an instrument to usher 
him into the second death! Now, what kind of 
preaching is this? Is it justified by the example 
of any of God’s prophets ? the Saviour, or his apos- 
tles? What saith the same Apostle, when speak- 
ing of death 2? He says in Hebrew ii. 14, 15. “ For- 
asmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, he also (that is Christ) himself likewise 
took part of the same, that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of death, that is 
the devil, and deliver them, who, through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” 
Again—the same Apostle says, “ the last enemy 
shall be destroyed, death.” Query—Will God 
destroy death, which is called the last enemy, in 
such a sense as only to use it as an instrument to 
create a death, which is endless in its duration ? If 
this is destroying an enemy, and the last enemy, 
will Mr. S. tell us what method would be best eal- 
culated to preserve an enemy from being destroyed ? 
Again—When Mr. S. came to that part of his text, 
which reads thus—“ or things to come,” he gave 
the sinner an equal division. Again—He dealt out 
eternal death to the sinner, as flowing from this 
short sentence ; which, in the first place belonged 
exclusively to the righteous! But I suppose, as Mr. 
S. considers himself a righteous man, he did not 


come to himself, particularly, when he could be- 
stow one half upon the sinner, to bis own advan- 
tage. 

Mr. S. is the most candid of any of his brethren 
that Ihave yet met with. He said, that he had 
received those doctrines from his father, (meaning, 
I suppose, the Rev John Wesley) for he said, some 
called him a good man, and others called him bad ; 
but since the decease of his, or their father, (includ- 
ing his brethren) others have been raised up in 
support of the doctrines which his, or their father 
taught. Now I say, he is candid; because he ac- 
knowledges the source from whence his doctrines 
come. This modesty may possibly prevent him 
from saying that they are derived from the Bible ; 
one thing is certain, that the doctrines taught by 
him, on last Sabbath afternoon, have but very 
little resemblance to those which are found in 


|God’s Holy Word ; and if the world should run 


after him, I have this consolation, the Bible and its 
consoling doctrines are left behind. I shall con- 
clude this by observing, that if | have not used the 
exact words made use of by Mr. S. 1 have given 
the most obvious meaning that could be taken 
from them, and if I sbould in any respect be mis- 
taken, I should be much obliged to him to put me 
in the right. RELLY, 
i 
For tae Gosper Heracp. 

© He that will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall 
suffer persecution.” 

While I lived after the strictest sect of our re- 
ligionists, a Calvinist, and touching my adherance 
to the doctrine of endless misery, blameless, as you 
will naturally suppose, Mr. Editor, I met with little 
or no opposition. When I fell in company with 
either Hopkinsians, or Arminians, we could easily 
accommodate, by talking as most of their ministers 
preach, whose method is to hold up to the audi- 
ance the doctrine of Calvinism, in a Hopkinsian 
dress, and then so neatly embellish both with the 
flowers of Arminianism, that nothing more is want- 
ing to render the performance highly entertaining 
toall parties, but the finishing stroke of sentencing 
all who do not come up to their standard of ortho- 
doxy, to a state of suffering inexpressible and in- 
conceivable in its nature, and endless in its dura- 
tion. But, since I have obtained and professed a 
like precious faith with the Apostles, that “ Jesus 
gave himself a ransom for att to be testified ia 
due time ; that he is the propitiation for our sins, 
and not for ours on/y, but also for the sins of the 
whole world ;” I must assure you, that, like them, 
I “ suffer reproach, because I trust in the living 
God, who is the Saviour of all men, especially 
of those that believe ;” like them I have been turned 
out of the synagogue ; like theirs, my sect is every 
where spoken against. But nevertheless, “ let us 
count it all joy, knowing that it is for the trial of 
our faith, which is more precious than gold that 
perisheth.” Armed with the sword of tbe Spirit, 





wish to appear unrighteous in keeping all things te 


which is the werd ef God, “ we shall come off 
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more than conquerors through him that loved us, 
and gave himself for us.” 

I have recently witnessed a trial of the strength 
of a believer in the universal love of God, while 
on an excursion into the country. The Universa- 
list fell ia company with a Quaker, of a very re- 
spectful and cbristian-like deportment ; soon after 
which, they seemed to be led into conversation of 
a religious nature, I think, by some remarks on the 
works and providence of God. 1 will give you the 
substance of the conversation, and if you think it 
will not encumber your paper, to the exclusion of 
more important matter, you can give ita place in 
your columns. 

The Friend took occasion to say, that God had 
given to every man an inward monitor, a light 
within his breast, which, if faithfully followed, 
would lead him to the attainment of happiness 
here, and perfect bliss hereafter. 

Universalist. Tecan agree with you, that God has 
given to every man an inward monitor, by which, 
if he obey its dictates, he will be led to the prac- 
tice of virtue in general, and so will be happy in 
the enjoyment of the reward of his well-doings in 
this life ; whereas, a contrary course would pro- 
duce contrary effects. But accordiag to my view, 
this monitor, is so far from being a true guide in 
matters of religion, or a discerner of spiritual 
things, that it may not only be possessed, but 
highly cultivated, and still be totally ignorant of 
them. 


Quaker. Thee certainly is in the dark on the 


subject; | hope thee will inform thyself better. 


U. Lam willing to go to the Scriptures for in- 
formation, and, if you please, will cite you a por- 
tion that will furnish us with a case in point. (there 
were by this time a number of the company deeply 
attentive.) Paul declares, that he “ verily thought 
with himself, that he ought to do many things con- 
trary to the name of Jesus, which things he did, 
persecuting the saints even unto strange cities, | 
and when they were put to death, he gave his 
voice against them.” Here Paul, himself, declares, 
that he acted from the best light he had. He verily 
thought he ought, &c. but how differently did the 
light from heaven teach him? “ Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me?” said the voice, that was 
beard, when the light shone from heaven above 
the brightness of the sun. Again—'‘ihe same apos- 
tle shows us that the conscience, being weak, is de- 
filed. 

Q. Thee must remember, that, previous to this, 
Paul was in a legal state, and did not understand 
the gospel, and knew nothing of the difference 
between the two covenants ; the old and the new. 
Does thee understand that difference ? 

U. True, Paul did not understand the gospel 
until be was enlightened from above. But how 
happened it, that this wonderful light within did 
not give him that understanding, if it is able to 
make men wise unto eternal life? I believe I un- 
derstand something of the nature of the two eove- 
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nants you speak of. I understand the first, to bs 
that which God made with the Israelites, when \. 
took them by the hand to lead them out of the 
land of Egypt ; in which he promised them earthly 
blessings, on condition of their obedience. By; the 
second covenant, we are told, was established upon 
better promises ; and the apostle tells us, they wer 
these, “ that after those days God would put bis 
laws into their mind, and write them in thi, 
hearts, and that he would be merciful unto the, 
unrighteousness, and their sins and iniquities he 
would remember no more.” 

Q. I agree with thee, in what thou hast said, 
concerning the covenants. Dost thou believe jy 
a future state of reward and punishment ? 

U. I believe that God hath appointed and pro. 
mised, to every man, a full reward of all his wel. 
doings in this life; as he hath said, “ The com. 
mandments of the Lord are pure, enlightening the 
eyes, rejoicing the heart; and in keeping of them 
there is great reward.” And that he has also af. 
fixed the just and full measure of suffering to ail 
their transgressions. As he hath said, “ the way of 
the transgressor is hard. Say ye to the wicked, 
it shall go ill with him, for the reward of his hands 
shall be given him.” But Iam no where informed 
by the word of God, that these rewards and suffer. 
ings shall continue beyond this life ; but, on the 
contrary, it is written, that the bedy “ returns to 
dust, and the spirit fo God who gave it.” 

Q. It is also written, that “ if ye die in your 
sins, whither I go ye cannot come.” 

U. .True, but we shall find an insurmountable 
difficulty in taking the words, whither I go ye can- 
not come, to prove the endless misery of those to 
whom they were addressed; because Christ ad- 
dresses the same to his apostles, saying, “ As I said 
unto the Jews, so now say I unto you, ye shall 
seek me and shall not find me, and whither / go ye 
cannot come,” which would prove the eternal mise- 
ry of the latter as well as the former. 

Q. What can thee do with the rich man and 
Lasarus? Does thee not think the rich man was ia 
hell after death ? 

U. l understand this passage to be a parable of 
our Lord ; for how absurd would it be to explain 
it literally. Supposing the body of the rich man 
to have been in hell, wrapt in flames of fire, and 
yet conversing with Abraham in heaven, and that 
he saw Lazarus lilerally in his bosom! 

Q. lLaclknowledge that it cannot be understood 
literally ; but what is the meaning, according to 
thy view of it? 

U. IL understand the rich man to be a figure of 
the Jewish people, who fared sumptuously every 
day, a3 respected their church privileges ; having 
the law and tke prophets, and to whom pertaine? 
the adoption and the glory, and the covenants. 
They were also figuratively clothed in purple and 
fine linnen, when worshiping in their temple, and 
surrounded with all its typical glories. While the 
Geatile gations, of whom Lazarus was a figure, 
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were wholly destitute of them, their spiritual riches, 

except some scattering rays of light which they 
borrowed from their highly favoured neighbours ; 
and which were as crumbs from their table. But 
it came to pass, that both these characters died. 
When the Messiah came to his own, they received 
him not, but crucified him; and after his ascension, 
he sent his apostles into all the world, attending | 
their ministry with His Holy Spirit, by which the 
Gentiles were brought to the embrace of that faith, 
of which Abraham was the father, and so died, as 
to their state of idolatrous worship, and were re- 
ceived into the Gospel Church, of which Abra- 
bam’s bosom was a figure. And, afterward, the 
rich man also died. When their temple and city 
were destroyed, the Jews were deprived of all their 
chureh privileges ; of their city and temple ; and 
of every thing that had formerly distinguished 
them as the peculiar people of God; and even in 
a providential and judicial way, cast into a state 
of rejection and degradation—a furnace of afflic- 
tion, which state is well described by the term 
hell, signifying a state of darkness; and the term 
fire, expressive of the intenseness of their mental 
‘salferings. And they now see the Gentiles in a 
state of acceptance with God, and in the enjoy- 
ment of Gospel Church privileges; which state 
was signified by Abraham’s bosom. 

Q. [have no objection to the exposition thou 
hast given of the passage. 

Here the conversation, of which I have given 
you the substance according to the best of my 
recollection, ended. W. 

a an 
Remarks on An Impartialist. 

Having concluded, in our last Number, the 
lengthy communication of “ An Impartialist,” it 
may be expected we should remark, at least, upon 
those parts, Which may be supposed to run coun- 
ter toour opinions. In truth, if we should notice 
every abberation from what, in a strict sense, are 
our particular principles, we fear our readers would 
lose their stock of patience altogether. Ina qual- 
ified sense, we agree with many of the sentiments 
and declarations of our Correspondent. We, how- 
ever, are of the opinion, that he unnecessarily 
went into the opposite extreme in his strictures, 
on what he, with much justice, calls a money- 
made ministry: A man may be a very good clas- 
sic scholar, and know very little of the Scriptures ; 
and for the very plain reason, that he never trou- 
bled his head about them. A man may be so il- 
literate and ignorant, that his knowledge of litera- 
ture, may fall short of some of the brute creation, 
which are,in our day, not unfrequently taught 
some of the rudiments of an English education ; 
and still know as much of the Scriptures as the 
classic scholar, and for the very simple reason, 
that neither of them know any thing about them. 
But it is certainly consistent with common sense, 

to admit, that a man’s information will do him no 





barm; whereas the ignorance of a man way pre- 
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vent his obtaining information. We hold, that all 
men are capable of being taught; and the ques- 
tion, we think, is, not who are best qualified to 
learn, but, who are those, who, when they bave 
learned themselves, are best qualified to teack 
others! A man, destitute of legs, might teach the 
theory of dancing; but the man who could teach 
the theory, and, had legs, by his example, to en- 
force the practice, would, we think, be most suc- 
cessful in his profession. We conclude with the 
remark, that we have no evidence of the igno- 
rance of the apostles of Christ. At all events, our 
Saviour by increasing their knowledge, and mak- 
ing them, by his miraculous power, in a moment 
as it were, adepts in the variety of languages 
spoken by the surrounding vations, is not a very 
strong argument that learning is unnecessary, or, 
that ignorance is, in any shape, requisite. 
EE 
From the London Universalist Miscellany. 
SIN. 

The primary idea of this word is, to deviate 
from, to miss. Jud. xx. 16. Every one could 
sling stones at a hair and not miss. Prov. xix. 2. 
He that hasteneth with his feet misseth his steps ; 
this is the word that is almost every where transla- 
ted Sin, as Lev. xix. 17. where we are command- 
ed to love our neighbour, and not suffer sin in 
him : it looks to man as being by nature ignorant 
of that purity of life which can alone cause happi- 
ness, and of those moral precepts which the be- 
nevolence of the Deity bas given unto man, that 
by walking in them he might attain happiness.— 
Sin is, therefore, a missing of that mark of moral 
virtue which makes socicty and individuals a hap- 
piness and blessing: it is a treading aside, a 
walking in a wrong path, a mistaking of that road 
which would guide us into the nature and image 
of the Deity, of that peace which all love and 
aim at, which passeth all understanding, but to 
those who are acquainted with it. 

= 
To the Rev. Gardiner Spring D. D. 

Sin—The distinguished situation to which cir- 
cumstances have elevated you, attach, in the opin- 
ions of many, a degree of authority te your decla- 
rations, which, admitting you should be so vator- 
tunate as to propagate error, may be attended with 
pernicious consequences! Conceiving that you 
have propagated error, by publishing, to the world, 
that “it was God’s design to save a part of man- 
kind ;” and that “ a slipu/ated number was given to 
Christ when he engaged to lay down his life for 
the world,” (vide. pw Sermon oun Election ; pages 
11, 12, 13.) we call upon you for your proof of the 
truth of the above assertions! Although 
“ Fortune in men has some small difference made,” 


You must acknowledge, Sir, that “God is nota 
re: of persons ;” and that, in His sight, the 
plain is of as much importance in the scale 
of being, as the mitred prelate ! ; 
The columns of this + are at your service, 
either to prove the truth of your declarations, or, 
in the event of your failure, to record the con- 
fession of your error. Ed. 
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ADDRESS TO DEITY. 


« Hoy, mxvisiBLE, IMMUTABLE, 
Spier or spirits! ere the radiant sun, 
Shot from the purple east the light of morn, 
Or the pale moon bade the unbounded deep 
Obey her influence ; ere the streamy vales 
Smiled with their flow’rs, or the gigantic hills 
Hid in the cloudy sky their lofty tops, 
Thou hadst existed an eternity 
Of yearful ages. Ere there liv'd one soul 
To worship thee, O God of holiness! 
Wrapt in incomprehensibility, 
Pleas'd with self-contemplation, thou didst muse, 
Approving on thine own eternal thoughts. 
Unknown, Omniscient, Universal soul ! 
Thou fill’st the vastness of immensity ; 
Through all extent thou piercest ; nothing 
Where thou art not; ev'n in we thou dwell’st. 
Thou mov’st the strings of mental melody, 
Which tune the soul to harmony and love. 
Thou bid’st wild fancy soar to realms of light, 
And reason, holy reason, muse on thee. 
But I in vain attempt to view thy form, 
Bee uxsearciasie! Who can behold 
So vast an object asthe King of Worlds? 
Man may behold thee in thy wond'rous works, 
But still his soul’s astonishment will say, 
“ Goo 1s a Spier: high above the reach 
Of mortal thonght the Sire of ages dwells, 
Enthron'd in glory inaccessible.” 


a 
FREE INQUIRY. 


Free inquiry in religion, is essential to the virtue 


of achafacter. The virtue of man consists in his 
making use of all his own faculties, not in believing 
that other men have made a virtuous use of theirs. 
Now, itis possible, a man may make use of all his 
faculties, and yet not be able to perceive the evi- 
dence of some opinions, which are called articles 
of faith, aud consequently he may doubt the truth 
of those articles, yea it is necessary to the virtue 
of his character that he should doubt them ; for it 
is not in bis power to believe without proof, and it 
would be unjust to profess to believe what he does 
not believe. Let us not be so weak as to imagine, 
that a man cannot think justly unless he thinks as 
we do. Let us allow that his justice consists in 
thinking, and reasoning, and acting, as well as he 
can, and that he is accountable for all this only to 
one master, even Christ. As freedom of thought is 
the parent and guardian of all virtue, so the want 
of it is the nurse of all vice, and particularly of 
that general disposition to all sin, I mean servility. 
-A low servile soul, habituated not to think for 
itself, but to be led by a guide, is prepared for the 
commission of any crime, or the belief of any ab- 
surdity, that a mercenary guide may find con- 
venient to enjoin. Were I disposed to sink a soul 
into the lowest degree of wretchedness, either as 
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a citizen of the world, or as a member of a churek: 
I would inculcate with all my might a spirit of ser. 
vility, and that would answer my end better tj. 
any other method in the world. I would not shock 
a man with the sounds of perjury and blasphemy. 
impiety to God, and injustice to man : but [ Would 
gently inform him, that he was a poor depraved 
foolish creature, not able to judge between goo4 
and evil, truth and error, and that he would qj. 
cover great arrogance if he thought otherwise - }», 
that I was a wise and a sacred man, wishing well 
to his soul, and that by believing what I said to i, 
true, and by doing what I directed to be done, hy 
would be pious, and safe, and happy. There : 
therefore, no virtue, but a great fund of iniquity 
in implicit faith.” Ibid. 
— 
Remarks on Galalians vi. 7. 


“ Be not deceived ; God is not mocked ; for whats. 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.” 

How is this? Paul shall answer— For he tha 
soweth to his flesh (shall, in a future state, reap ig 
his soul, or spirit, endless misery ! Is this the mean- 
ing of the following ?)shall of the flesh reap co-rup 
tion.” We shall settle this question at once! The 
same Paul, (and we think he knew as much as ow 
modern divines,)in his first Epistle to the Cor. yw 
52, 53, declares, “ For the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we 
shall be changed. For this corruptible MUST put 
on incorruption,” &c. It remains, therefore, for 
our opponents to show, how any man can “ reap 
of the flesh corruption,” after the flesh is raised 
INCORRUPTIBLE !!! 

EE 
Remarks on 2 Cor. v. 11. 
“ Knowing therefore, the ferror of the Lord, we 
persuade men.” 

On this passage, one remark is sufficient for the 
present. Paul, the frue servant and apostle of 
Christ, persuaded men ; modern pretenders thria- 
ten them!!! 

—__——— 
A question for our Methodist Friends. 

Our friends, the Methodists, are very fond of 
singing the truth; “ It is finished,” &c. alluding to 
the perfect atonement of Christ. In their preach- 
ing, they tell us it is not finished ; and unless we 
finish the work, it never will be done. We request 
them to inform us, of the reason, why they sng 
different from what they preach ! 

—— 
NOTICES. 

D. H. requesting a comment on 2 Thes. ii. 1!, 

12. is received. 


All Communications, forwarded by Mail, for publication in tho 


Paper, must be id. City Correspondents are informed, th 
a Letter-box is deioned at the entrance of the Printing-Uflice, No 


70 Bowery, for the reception of ‘heir Communications. 

N.B. ions for this Paper are received at No 454 Pearl: 
Street. The Volume of the G. H. bound or otherwise, may 
be obtained at the same place. 
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